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Curios  and  Relics 

Desk  Supplies 


Clocks  Owned  by  Lincoln 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


ONE  OF    LINCOLN'S  CLOCKS 

STILL  RUNS  IN  DES  MOINES 


MRS.  J.  H.  WINDSOR. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Windsor  of  Des  Moines 
owns  a  clock  purchased  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  one  of  his  sons  during 
the  war. 

This  clock  was  bought  by  Mr. 
Windsor  when  he  was  a  resident  of 
Chicago,  at  an  auction  which  Mrs. 
Lincoln  held  there  and  in  which  she 
included  the  disposal  of  many  of  the 
articles  of  furniture,  etc.,  associated 


with  the  president.  This  sale  was 
some  time  prior  to  1872,  in .  which 
year  Mr.  Windsor  came  to  Defl 
Moines. 

The  clock  still  runs. 
It  was  valued  at  the  time  at  $125, 
and  was  bought  by  Mr.  Windsor  at 
the  auction  for  $40.  Repeatedly  since 
that- time  the  Lincolns  have  sought 
to  secure  possession  of  it,  and  during 
Mr.  Windsor's  lifetime  solicited  the 
sale  of  the  relic  to  them.  No  agree- 
ment could  be  reached  as  to  price, 
however,  Mr.  Windsor  insisting  that 
the  clock  certainly  was  worth  as1 
much  as  any  clock  of  similar  make, 
if  not  more.  It  is  a  French  time- 
piece and  has  been  admired  by  friends 
of  the  Windsors  at  their  home,  al- 
though its  history  has  not  been  gen- 
erally known. 

The  clock  is  of  black  marble,  with  | 
a  yellow  marble  trimming,  but  the.j 
origin  of  these  marbles  is  not  deii-  , 
nitely  known. 

It   is   about   eighteen    inches    m  , 
length  and  perhaps  twelve  or  four- 
teen inches  in  height. 

It  has  brass  or  bronze  ornaments  \ 
on  top,  at  one  end  there  being  a  | 
conical  horn  of  plenty  which  does  not  j 
have  the  twist  of  the  ordinary  cor-  j 
nucopia,  and  at  the  other  end  is  a  j 
sitting  figure  with  a  scroll  and  at  one  j 
side  a  small  Greek  lamp.  T 

Among  all  the  relics  associated 
with  Lincolniana,  this  clock  probably 
is  the  most  valuable  and  conspicuous 
in  Des  Moines. 


LINCOLN'S  CLOCK,  STILL  GOOD 
TIMEKEEPER,  SELLS  FOR  $2.60 

Martyred   President   Gave   Relic  to 
Joseph  Irwin,  Millionaire  Banker 
of  Columbus,  Ind.  ^ff3 

SrEciAr.  Dispatch  to  the  Globe-Democrat. 

COLUMBUS,  IND.,  December  8.— At  a 
sale  of  the  personal  property  of  the  late 
Samuel  M.  Fitch,  former  county  auditor, 
to-day  his  son  bought  a  clock,  once 
owned'  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  for  $2.60. 
When  Abraham  Lincoln  was  preparing 
to  "o  to  Washington  to  assume  the  du- 
ties of  president  of  the  United  States,  he 
sent  the  clock  as  a  present  to  the  late 
Joseph  Irwin,  a  Columbus  millionaire 
banker  Shortly  before  his  death,  Mr. 
Irwin  gave  the  clock  to  Mr.  Fitch,  a  life- 
long Republican  and  ardent  admirer  of 
the  martyred  president. 

The  clo.'.k,  though  three-quarters  of  a 
century  old,  is  still  marking  time  accu- 
rately.  


Abraham  Lincoln's  Watch. 

When  the  news  reached  Wash- 
ington in  April,  1861,  that  Fort 
Sumter  was  under  fire,  John  Dil- 
lon, an  expert  watchmaker,  then 
working  for  the  firm  of  M.  W.  Gait 
&  Bro„  was  repairing  the  presi- 
dent's watch.  When  the  work 
was  done,  he  scratched  under  the 
dial  and  on  the  plates  of  the  watch 
the  words: 

"First  gun  is  fired'  Thank 
God  wc  have  a  president  who  at 
least  will  try  to  save  the  Union!" 

A  removal  of  the  dial,  which, 
of  course  must  be  done  by  a 
watchmaker,  will  reveal  the 
scratched  wor,3s.  It  is  a  gold 
hunting  case  watch  of  English 
make,  and,  as  Mr.  Dillon  was  told 
and  believes,  it  was  the  only  watch 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  ever  wore. 
No  doubt  it  is  still  preserved  in 
tne  Lincoln  family,  with  the 
scratching,  above  given,  under  the 
dial.  /%2_ 
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ALARM  CLOCK  once  owned  by  Lincoln 


WAKING  UP  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  once  was  the  duty  of  this 
clock,  pictured  with  Rachel  Mcllhiney,  a  University  of  Kansas  co- 
ed.   It  was  auctioned  off  by  the  Great  Emancipator  just  before 
/he  left  G  conview,  111.,  to  practice  law,  and  now  beings  to  W  O. 
J^Swain,  of  McLouth,  Kas.  <UU~~J.  ^"-^V  W'  '  ~V~~^> 
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